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Winter 2018 

NWD Commanderôs Corner 

      
NW Dept. Members, 

I have some very sad news to report.  Floyd Barmann passed away in Marietta, Ohio, a few days 

before Christmas.  Some of you may not have known Floyd, but he was instrumental in the 9th Vir-

ginia Regiment (Ohioôs official State Bicentennial unit, and an original member unit of the NW 

Dept.) and the 1st American Regiment, successor to the 9th Va.  Floyd planned and ran a number of 

very successful events, especially during the bicentennial of the Federal Period Indian conflicts in 

Western Ohio, such as Harmarôs and St. Clairôs Defeats, and the Treaty of Greenville.  Over the last 

10 years Floyd & his wife lived in Marietta, and he worked at Campus Martius.  He also joined the 

8th Pennsylvania to keep in touch with the Rev. War goings on.  He was writing a book with Dave 

Heckman on the First American Regiment.  I knew Floyd to be a soft-spoken man with a fine sense 

of humor.  He was ready to share information and talk about research any time.  Iôm glad I got a 

chance to know him.  Floyd Arthur Barmann was 70 years old when he passed 21 December, 2017. 

The next most important news is that the NW Dept. Board has nearly finished the 2018 event 

schedule, and so that you can get started planning, here it is; 

 

17-18 March   Kalamazoo Living History Show, Kalamazoo, Mi. Fairgrounds   

   (coordinator - Daniel OôConnell) 

  

21-22 April     NW Dept. Spring Shoot, Griffithsville, W.Va.   

                    (coordinator -  Thadd McClung) 

  

5-6 May         Ohio Civil War Show, Richland Country Fairgrounds, Mansfield, Ohio   

                    (coordinator - Bob Cairns) 

 2-3 June        Blennerhassett Island, Belpre,Ohio/Parkersburg W.Va.,   

  (coordinator - John Conklin ) 
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16-17 June     Battle of Monmouth 240th, Freehold, N.J. 

  

14-15 July      Fort Laurens, Bolivar, Ohio 

                    (coordinator - Bob Cairns) 

  

 25-26 Aug     Fort Meigs, Perrysburg, Ohio 

                    (coordinator - Bob Kashary ) 

  

30 Sept         Brecksville Fallfest, Brecksville, Ohio  

                   (coordinator - Bill Lucas) 

 

20-21 Oct      Schoenbrunn Village, New Philadelphia, Ohio 

                   (coordinator - Daniel O'Connell) 

  

3-4 Nov         NW Dept. Fall Firelock Match, Log Cabin Shop, Lodi, Ohio         

 (coordinators Bob Kashary & Joe Forte)         

  

17-18 Nov 240th Commemoration, Fort Laurens March-In  

  (coordinator ï Bob Cairns) TENTATIVE 

As you can see, the NW Dept. Board has tried to spread our events out geographically, and we are go-

ing back to some of our annual favorites as well as adding some new ones.  We were working with Fort 

Ligonier in Western Pennsylvania, but were unable to come up with a weekend for 2018 that worked for 

both the site and the NW Dept.  We will keep in touch and hopefully be able to get an event there in 

2019.  The two new public events for this coming season are Schoenbrunn Village and Blennerhassett 

Island.  We have used Schoenbrunn for NW Dept. Schools, but this event we will be part of the Market 

Days event there.  Blennerhassett Island provides some very unique opportunities being an island in 

the middle of the Ohio River with a terrific reconstructed 18th c. mansion house.  We will be doing our 

Spring Shoot at NW Dept. Bd. member Thadd McClungôs property in W.Va., and we will be going back 

to the Kalamazoo Show for public relations and recruiting.  Please attend as many of these events as 

you can.  You already have all the clothing and gear, so why let it rest in the closet? 

B.A.R. dues are due, so please get your money in to your unit commanders or adjutants as soon as you 

can.  The amounts are $25.00 for the first member, and $5.00 each for the next two members in a 

household.  

If you have a French musket and need a properly-made bayonet, you might try Mountain State Supply, 

LLC.  I just purchased a reproduction 1777 French bayonet and scabbard from them for $40.00 plus 

$6.60 shipping.  This bayonet has a locking ring, and fits my Navy Arms, Japanese-made Charleville 

muskets.  However, you will need to move the bayonet lug from the top of the barrel to the bottom, as 

this bayonet is made for a bottom lug.  It is a very nice reproduction, and compares nicely with the 

original one in my collection.  As with ALL reproduction edged weapons, it is heavier than the original, 

but still a reasonably good copy.  The scabbard is brown leather, and very tight, but should stretch with 

use.  If you are interested, contact MountainStateSupply.com.   
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I hope you will take the time to go over your unit documentation and make sure your kit is ap-

propriate for your impression, not only in color, but in cut and fit as well.  ñAuthenticityò is often dis-

cussed and although there are many ways to look at it, I am certain that if your kit doesnôt come up to 

your unitôs documentation, then you have an issue to resolve.  I am attaching the very nice pamphlet 

put together by Roy Najecki while he was Inspector of the Brigade.  Print it off and compare your kit to 

it.  It is an outstanding reference.   

I will close by wishing that your Holidays were everything you hoped they would be, and that 

you had time to spend with those with whom you are closest.  I also hope that you will look over our 

2018 calendar and plan to attend as many events as you can.  Wouldnôt it be GREAT if just one time we 

had EVERYONE present at our Fort Laurens event in July?  Maybe we can make that happen this com-

ing year, and you can put it on your calendars now. 

 

HUZZAH THE NW. DEPARTMENT!!! 
 

Bob Cairns, 8th Pa. Reg't., Fort Laurens Det.  

Cmdr., NW Dept., B.A.R. 

 

 

 

WASHINGTONôS HEADQUARTERS TENT  

IN NEWLY DISCOVERED PAINTING 

 

The newly ï opened Museum of the American Revolution in Philadelphia recently acquired a 235-year-

old, seven-foot wide panoramic painting of General Washington with the 1782 Continental Army camp 

at Verplanckôs Point, New York spread behind him. His headquarters marquee is on a hilltop, with some 

sort of pavilion in front of it. Also noteworthy is a smaller marquee just to the right and below that has 

a ñbowerò of leafy branches erected before it. Much of the painting, but not the entire scene at this 

writing, is on display at the Museumôs website (www.amrevmuseum.org/exhibits-events/among-his-

troops). The special exhibition, ñAmong His Troops: Washingtonôs War Tent in a Newly Discovered Wa-

tercolorò will only be open to the public from Saturday, January 13 to Monday, Feb. 19, 2018.  

The Museum, of course, has many other delightful things on its website that you may enjoy. Just donôt 

come to an event wearing the nice coat actually worn by a Revolutionary War veteran. In about 1820. 

 

Bruce Egli, Westmoreland County Militia 
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Lost From Our Ranks 

The NW Dept. and I lost a good friend in November when Jack Lasswell passed away of a heart at-
tack just before Thanksgiving.  Jack was a member of the Westmoreland County Militia in the NW 
Dept., and served for a number of years as the Deputy Commander of the Department.  He also was 
involved in living history impressions of the F&I French Companie Frances de la Marine, Revolution-
ary War Pennsylvania Loyalists and Native Americans, and the American Civil War as both a Confed-
erate and a Union soldier, including a Zouave unit.  Right beside him for all of these was his wife, 
MaryAnn.  (In fact "Jack and Maryann" were a single word in many of our vocabularies).  Jack had a 
great sense of humor, and a way of using his humor to diffuse tension and inject common sense into 
situations.  I am very glad for the time we spent working together on the NW Dept. Board, and also 
for the times Jack & MaryAnn came with my unit to participate in events.  I believe we are all better 
for having known Jack, and know he will be celebrated at campfires and story-telling sessions for a 
long time.  Jack was 75 when he left.  Goodbye to a good Friend, 

 Bob Cairns 

Event Notice 

Spring Firelock April 21-22, 2018 

The Garrison would like to take the opportunity to invite you to our Brigade Spring shoot April 21-22.  
Participants will compete for prizes shooting on multiple ranges.  Our walking range is a challenging 
mix of targets spread over a three quarter of a mile path through the woods.  Our static, or bench 
range is a covered shooting platform also set in a valley with multiple targets positioned at different 
lengths for a more challenging experience.  Participants will be scored on both ranges with prizes 
given to the top scores.  Also we will competitively fire our six pounders on the static range.  Teams 
will complete against each other firing the six pounders at stationary targets with canister shot.  The 
team with the highest score will receive a prize.  Participants may arrive and set up any time Thurs-
day or Friday.  Cabins are available on a first come, first served basis.  Dinner will be provided but 
please bring your own utensils, tavern night is Saturday night with adult beverages allowed.  Please 
call or message us with any questions you may have. Our information is as follows: 

The Garrison 

67 Tiki Lane 

Griffithsville WV 

25521 

304-524-5098 

Middlecreek1776@gmail.com 

Thadd McClung, Event Coordinator 

mailto:Middlecreek1776@gmail.com
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Notes from the Inspector 

As we look forward to the 2018 re-enacting season I hope that you will take the time to look over your 

equipment and make any needed repairs.  Donôt worry about the quality of your sewing.  There are 

many references to clothing being ñPatchedò in deserter descriptions.  This is probably due to the fact 

that the patches were easily noticed either by the quality of the seam work or the fact that the materi-

al used for the patch did not match that of the garment.   

 

Another article that probably needs some attention, at least for some of you, is your firelock.  Now is a 

good time to give it a thorough cleaning while checking to see that everything is correct.  Check the 

screws in the lock to see that they are tight and that the lock functions correctly.  The Steel, or Frizzen 

needs to move freely when struck by the flint.  If itôs too stiff flints will be consumed much faster than 

they should be.  Make sure the lock is tight against the barrel.  Any gap there will allow priming pow-

der to fall behind the lock and, if ignited would damage the lock and possibly injure the man standing 

next to you.  So, look at it for his sake if for no other reason.  Check the stock for cracks or splits.  

Speaking of the stock, if it is dry and the finish is worn away, rub some boiled linseed oil into it.  Use 

your hand and rub hard until it is soaked into the wood.  Since we are portraying soldiers our musket 

is our most important piece of equipment so we should treat it that way. 

 

I hope that you will find the time to participate in many of the scheduled NWD events. 

Joe Forte, 8th Pa. Reg't., Fort Laurens Det. 

Inspector, North West Department 

 

Safety Tip from the NW Dept. Commander  

From time to time over the years I have observed members standing at ease resting their hands, and 

even their chins, on the muzzles of their muskets or rifles.  I always ask them not to do this, quoting 

my Dadôs advice to me, ñAll guns are Always loadedò.  In the 16 January edition of the Canton Reposi-

tory the following brief article appeared; 

 Ancient cannon was loaded: 

 NEW YORK-An 18th century cannon was found loaded with gun powder and a 

 cannon ball Friday during routine cleaning at the Central Park Conservancy. 

 residual gun powder was spotted after a piece of rust was removed from the  

 cannon, exposing the cannon ball, police said.  Authorities were summoned to 

 remove the gun powder and make the cannon safe.  The cannon came from  

 the British Royal Naval Ship, the HMS Hussar, circa 1763-1780. 

 

I guess my Dad was right. 

Bob Cairns, 8th Pa., Ft. Laurens Det. 
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Blennerhassett Island, June 2-3, 2018 

It has been quite a while since the Northwest Department has been to Blennerhassett Island.  Blenner-
hassett Island sits in the Ohio River just down river from Parkersburg, WV and across from Belpre, 
OH.  While the story about the Blennerhassetts is interesting, more so is the visit of Aaron Burr, on the 
lam after the assassination and on his way to establish a new country west of the Allegheny 
Mtns.  While much of the Island is forest, the head of the Island, which is where we will be camped is 
open woodland with plenty of shade.  The Island is home to a variety of wildlife, most notably a large 
number of deer and raccoons, plus a recent invasion by small number of coyotes.  The island raccoons 
are noted scavengers so protect any food you might bring. 

Our camp will be in the park-like space at the head of the Island with a clear view of the river and 
Parkersburg. Meals: breakfast on your own, lunches both days provided, Saturday evening meal will be 
a dinner cruise on their Sternwheeler, the Island Belle, cost, if any, to de determined later.  There is a 
concession stand open during public hours. Necessaries, ceramic, are available in a nearby building. 
Firewood and straw provided.  Fires allowed following the usual BAR rules. 

The first public wonôt arrive on the Island until 11:30 a.m., and the last public departs at 5:30 
p.m.  The usual attraction for the public is the reconstructed Blennerhassett Mansion.  As a result our 
schedule will be somewhat different, with maybe a surprise or two. 

Since, as its name indicates, this is an island, the only access is by boat.  As a result, access to the 
event site will be very different from our usual events.  Campers planning to stay the weekend should 
come prepared to spend the entire event on the Island, as transportation to the Island by ferry will only 
be available to the Island from Civitan Park (parking will be available) in Belpre Friday evening, last trip 
at 8:00, from Belpre Saturday morning at 9 a.m., and from the Island Sunday at the conclusion of the 
event. There will be a pickup with wagon on the ferry to carry our tents, etc. to our camp.  Vehicles are 
not generally allowed on the Island, but exceptions can be made, for example for a truck hauling a can-
non.  Please note that the ferry will only operate for us Friday evening, one trip Saturday morning, and 
Sunday evening.  And please understand the ferry trips are intended to be one way for passengers ï to 
the Island Friday evening and Saturday morning, from the Island Sunday evening.  Those who prefer to 
stay in more modern accommodations will be able to ride the Island Belle, the Islandôs sternwheeler, 
(for free if in 18th C. clothing) from Point Park in Parkersburg to the Island with the public, first trip from 
Point Park at 11:00, last trip from the Island 5:30, or you may choose to take advantage of the workers 
trip from Point Park at approximately 9 a.m.  

Those of us who have participated in earlier events on Blennerhassett Island really enjoyed them and 
expect to enjoy this one.  And it will be something different. 

 

John Conklin, Event Coordinator 

conklinjs@hotmail.com  

Adjutantôs Freshest Advices 

 

I hope all had a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year 2018.  It is ñWinter Quartersò time of the 
year AND time to send your Unit Commander/Adjutant your 2018 registration and dues to the Brigade 
of the American Revolution.  You will find in this BAR Shot an individual membership form. Date this 
form 2018. Please print this form and then fill it out completely with all your information.  Most im-
portantly, double check that all information is correct including your email.  Then, mail-it, hand-it, email
-it to your Commander/Adjutant along with your BAR dues ASAP.  Yes, you still have a couple months 
for National dues. But, your Commander/Adjutant must compile the entire unit membership and send 
to the Main Dept. Membership Clerk.  All the ñpaper-pushersò of the organization thank you in ad-
vance.  Thank you.  Thank you. 

Your BAR Northwest Dept Board has been hard at work since October putting together a schedule of 
events that will have us traveling to all corners of our geographic area.  From Kalamazoo, Michigan to 
Griffithsville, W.Va and Perrysburg, Ohio to Blennerhassett Island in Parkersburg W.Va and  other 
events in between.  Please plan to support the NWD and the Event Coordinators by attending as many 
events as you are able.  See the complete NWD Schedule in this issue and online at: 
www.NWDBarShot.com.  

Bob Kashary, 5th Va. Regôt. 

NWD Adjutant 

http://www.nwdbarshot.com/


7 

 



8 

 



9 

 



10 

 

 

 

 



11 

 Schoenbrunn Village 

 

The Brigade of the American Revolution Northwest Department has made October 19-21 as 
the date of their ñSchoolò The Faire at Schoenbrunn Historical Village. This event, regional to 
Ohio and the Great Lakes States, promises to be the event of 2018. The date of the BAR NWD visit to 
Schoenbrunn is during the Historic Trade Faire which in itself is good cause to attend Schoenbrunn. 
With the addition of the BAR NWD adding the date to the calendar the Faire promises to be super-
charged this year. (Friday arrivals and Sunday departure) 

 

A bit of Schoenbrunn history: During the era barely preceding the American Revolution the 
Moravians were pacifists and as missionaries, led by David Zeisberger, promoted their religious philoso-
phy to the Delaware population to relocate to the Tuscarawas Valley in central eastern Ohio (just below 
modern day Canton Ohio). The established village settlement saw a population of approximately 400 
Christian natives primarily Delaware (Lenape) and eventually had 60 buildings and dwellings centered 
on the church structure. In the early 1920ôs Reverend Joseph Weiland successfully excavated the site 
of Schoenbrunn and work began. A recreated log cabin and school were constructed starting of decades 
of archeology as well as the eventual reconstructed village of about 20 structures, museum, visitor 
center and other physical representations of the village. Schoenbrunn was an active settlement 
throughout the American Revolution. 

 

The Faire:  Although the fair represents the years 1750 to 1789 the majority of the reenactors are of 
the Rev War era and the feeling when one attends the Fair is conducive to anyone portraying the Rev 
War period. It would be a feat to list the scores of merchants, crafts and artists who offer their prod-
ucts and equally quite a manifest to list the scores of reenactors attending. If your uniform no longer 
fits you any Rev War era clothing will be acceptable for BAR NWD reenactors. Weôll explain further 
down in this article. 

 

Accommodations & Activities: Schoenbrunn Village has several buildings available for hearth 
and bed rolls as well as designated camping/tents. If you are an individual in a BAR NWD and you want 
to attend this event you should contact your unit commander as soon as possible. If you are a Unit 
Commander you should poll each of your members for their attendance. This particular paragraph can 
not be stressed enough for a successful BAR NWD event this October. 

 

Uniforms: Bring your American, British, French, Loyalist, Militia uniforms but also be pre-
pared to drill in small clothes/civilian clothing. There will be a portion of the weekend to wear and dis-
play with pride your particular unitôs uniform. There will also be a nouvelle and fun period(s) during the 
weekend for all of us to assemble as one single company and drill and perform great numbers. There 
are not too many events within reasonable driving distances that will allow NWD members to operate in 
a 40+ man company. Bring a positive attitude and expect a great weight of fun and satisfaction in re-
turn. 

 

Event Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/events/990199397785251/    

BAR NWD Page: https://www.facebook.com/www.brigade.org/ 

 
Daniel OôConnell, Kingôs 8th Regôt. 

Event Coordinator 

https://www.facebook.com/events/990199397785251/
https://www.facebook.com/www.brigade.org/
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New Additions to Ft. Meig's 2018 Revolution on the Ohio Frontier event! 

This August, a totally immersive experience awaits the public at Ft. Meigs. Local history will be cele-
brated, and colonial life will be illuminated. Visitors will be swept away in an interactive treasure hunt 
as they chat with tradesmen, soldiers, and sutlers to find clues to the past. Will the runaways hiding 
in the fort be discovered? What about the petty sutler who disobeyed the posted orders of the regi-
ment? And who is that thief that robbed the artificer's tent?  

These questions and more will be answered as visitors experience mock trials, learn how to feed an 
army, and watch a team of seamstresses at work. The fort will also boast an Indian settlement, a 
handful of immigrants fleeing the ravages of battle, and street criers peddling wares. 

In addition, visitors will be able to step out of the hustle and bustle and attend one or more of the ed-
ucational talks given throughout the weekend. Discussions of fashion across the trades and social 
classes, how to style your 18th century hair, and the basics of hearth and fire cooking will surely en-
chant and delight. Children can visit the Indian settlement and learn how to tell stories and trade 
goods, as well as how candles were made. 

We need YOU to help make this spectacular weekend come alive! If you are interested in contributing 
your skills and expertise to this event, please contact Shelly Wachtman at littleblueschool-
house3@gmail.com, or the Dutch Milliners on their Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
TheDutchMilliners/ Visit the Revolution on the Ohio Frontier: Ft. Meigs Planning/Support Group page 
for updates on the events, schedule, and to contribute ideas https://www.facebook.com/
groups/199016003983586/ 

 

Shelly Wachtman 

Fort Meigs 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:littleblueschoolhouse3@gmail.com
mailto:littleblueschoolhouse3@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/TheDutchMilliners/
https://www.facebook.com/TheDutchMilliners/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/199016003983586/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/199016003983586/
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The NWD B.A.R. SHOT is the newsletter of the North West Department, Brigade of the Ameri-

can Revolution (NWD-BAR) and has been in publication since 1977. It is sent to subscribers and 

member families throughout the U.S. Subscription rates are $10 per year for non-members of 

the NWD-BAR. Visit our website at nwdbarshot.com. Cutoff dates for submissions: 

Winter Issue—Jan. 15  Spring Issue—April 15  Summer Issue—July 15 Fall Issue—Oct. 15 

Contact the editor for advertising rates ($7-$40, depending on size and placement). The Brigade 

of the American Revolution was established in 1962 as a not-for-profit association dedicated to 

recreating the life and times of the common soldier of the War for Independence, 1775-83. The 

NWD was established in 1973. Extracted passages are scholarly comment only. 

The NWD B.A.R. SHOT 

Editor: Karen Kashary 

9390 Brecksville Road 

Brecksville, OH 44141 

 


