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NW Dept. Me mber s,

I have some very sad news to report. FI oyd Barmann pass
bef ore Christmas. Some of you may not have knowWhAViFrl-oyd,
ginia Regi mé&ntof fOki @&l State Bicentenni al uni t, and an o
Dept.) anrbAnmehrd clan Regi ment, sU¢aessBbroyodo phanB@ed and ran
very successful event s, especially during the bicentenni
Western Ohio, su&hamd Hitesr ma&lfaciart s, and the Treaty of Green
10 years Floyd & his wife Ilived in Marietta, and he wor ke
8"Pennsylvania to keep in touch with the Rev. War goings
Heckman on the First American Regi memtokenl mamewi RIlhoyad ftime
of humor . He was ready to share informati dn @lnad tlal o taba
chance to know hi m. FIl oyd Arthur Barmann was 70 years ol
The next mo st i mportant news i s that the NW Dept. Board
schedul e, and so that you can get started planning, here
1718 MarKal amazoo Living Hiastamazsbow,Mi . Fairgrounds

(coordi-rbatndrédonhel | )

2122 AprNW Dept. Spri,ngGrSihfofott hsvill e, W. Va.
(coordi-natamdd McCl ung)

5-6 May Ohio Civil WarRiShmlwand Country Fairgrounds, MansH
(coordi-rBaotborCai r ns)
2-3 JuneBlennerhassettBéspard Ohi o/ Parkersburg W. Va.

(coor di-naathaar Conkl i n )



1617 JunkRattle of MonhlbufEhe24m®I| d, N. J.

1415 JulBlkort LaurBaoasivar, Ohio

(coordi-BaotborCai r ns)

2526 Audort MeiRsrrysburg, Ohio
(coordi-rBothorKashary )

30 Sept Brecksville Balelcfkessvti | | e, Ohi o

(coordi-Batldr Lucas)

2021 OctSchoenbrunn, ViNlelwagPehi | adel phi a, Ohi o

(coor di-rDatnd re | O" Connel |)

3-4 Nov NW Dept. Fal |l Fi,reloog kCMat ah Shop, Lodi , Ohi o
(coordinators Bob Kashary & Joe Forte)

1718 Nov240th Commemorati on, Foelrnt Laurens March

(coordiinBactho rCaiTENSATI VE

As you can see, the NW Dept. Board has tried to spread ou
ing back to some of our annual favorites as wel/l as addin
Ligonier in Western Pennsylvania, but were unable to come
both the site and the NW Dept. We wi | | keep in touch an
20109. The two new public events for this coming season ¢
I sl and. We have used Schoenbrunn for NW Dept. School s, b
Days event there. Bl ennerhassett Il sl and provides some Vv
the middle of the Ohio River wi'fch. amatnesriroinf i hco urseec.o n sWea uwit le
Spring Shoot at NW Dept . Bd. GmembererTlyadd Mc Tlaung and we
to the Kalamazoo Show for public relations and recruitincg
you can. You already have all the c¢clothing and gear, so \
B. A. R. dues are due, so please get your money in to your |
can. The amounts are $25.00 for the first me mber , and $
househol d.

I f you have a French muskenmadaen db anyecende ta, pyrooup emilgght try Mour
LLC. I just purchased a reproduction 1777 French bayone
$6.60 shipping. This bayonet has a |l ocking-maideg.,Chamd efi
musket s. However, you wild/l need to move the bayonet || ug
this bayonet is made for a bottom | ug. |t is a very nic
original one in my collection. As with ALL reproducti on
but stildl a reasonably good copy. The scabbard is brown
use I f you are ihbenestedid cefdbppt



I hope you wil/l take the time to go over your wunit do

propriate for your i mpression, not onl yfAubheobobosi bhbueni di
cussed and although there are many ways to | ook abmetuplt
your &ndoédcumentation, then you have an issue to resolve.
put together by Roy Najecki whil e he was I nspector of the
it I't is an outstanding reference.

I wi || close by wishing that your Hol i days were ever )

you had time to spend with those with whom you are cl ose:
2018 calendar and plan to attend as @many éeeGREATIsi yojusa
had EVERYONE present at our Fort Laurens event in July?
ing year, and you can put it on your <calendars now.

HUZZAH THE NW. DEPARTM

Bob Cairns, 8th Pa. Reg't ., Fort Laurens Det.

Cmdr ., NW Dept., B.A.R.

WASHI NGT@®N HEADQUARTERS TENT
I N NEWLY DI SCOVERED PAI NTI NG

The neivolpyened Museum of the American Revolution i nyePari | ade
ol d, sfeovcetn wi de panoramic painting of General Washington v
at Ver gl afhociknt , New York spread behind him. His headquart e
sort of pavilion in front of it. Also noteworthy is a sma
afbowéof | eafy branches erected before it. Much of the pai
writing, is on dispgsl awe basiiwinch e(mMe s enume um. ofey/eax tsi/ mimios g
trodgps The speci afAmoxigi Hitsi dmoops& WashiTergtomnn a Newly Di s
t er cowiolrl only be open to the public from Saturday, Januar
The Museum, of course, has many other delightful t hiGngs o
come to an event wearing the nice coat actwually worn by a
Bruce Egli, Westmoreland County Militia
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Notes from the I nspector

As we |l ook forwar denacttihreg 29el88sore | hope that you will tal
equi pment and make any nkdewedryepbous. thPogqual ity of your
many references tofiPaltobibnindedbei ngr descriptions. This is
that the patches were easily noticed either by the qualit
al used for the patch did not match that of the gar ment.
Anot her article that probably needs some attention, at | e
good time to give it a thorough cleaning while checking t
screws in the |l ock to see that they are tight and that th
needs to move freely when &&ttwoksbyffthélimhitst willf bitcons
they should be. Make sure the lock is tight against the
der to fall behind the | ock and, if ignited would damage
next to you. So, l ook at it for his sake if for no other
Speaking of the stock, if it is dry and the finish is wor
your hand and rub hard unti |l it is soaked into the wood
is our most i mportant piece of equipment so we should tre
I hope that you wil/| find the time to participate i n many
Joe Forte, 8t h Pa. Reg't ., Fort Laurens Det.
Il nspector, North West Depart ment

Safety Tip from the NW Dept. Command e
From time to time over the years | have observed members
even their chins, on the muzzles of their muskets or rifl
my D&dadvi ce fitlol ngeuns are Al.wWayshkodb@edanuary edition of
tory the following brief article appeared,;

Ancient cannon was | oaded:

NEW YORK 41"8entury cannon was found | oaded with gun po\

cannon ball Friday during routine cleaning at the Cent
resi dual gun powder was spotted after a piece of rust

cannon, exposing the cannon ball, police said. Aut hor
remove the gun powder and make the cannon safe. The
the British Royal Naval Shi p, -1t78B& . HMS Hussar, circa 1°

I guess my Dad was right.

Bob Cai'mas.,, 8Ft. Laurens Det.
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http://www.nwdbarshot.com/

Proper Fit & Appearance of Clothing
Equipment & Accoutrements

A Basic Guide for the Revolutionary War Soldier

Roy P. Najecki
40th Regiment of Foot

This work 15 meant as a general guide to how your uniform and clothing should fit and
appear. Equipment and accoutrements should afso be wom in a particular way for
authenticity and utility. As can be expected of any guide of this nature, many
exceptions do exist, but these are often unit specific.

Cocked Hats

The typical British and French cocked hat was
of black felt with a four inch tall crown and
brims of 4 ¥ inches'. Taller crowns were in
fashion earlier in the century. To help prevent
hats from blowing off or moving, the use of two
narrow tapes, sewn to the lining above the cars
and secured by a small hook and eye under the
hair was recommended.” American hats vaned
in brim width. For example, Virginia specified
hats with brims of about three inches in breadth.
When binding is sewn to the edge of the brim it
is done in two steps: first the binding is sewn behind the brim with just enough binding
matenal to hold, about ¥4 inch works well, Second, the binding is pulled over and
sewn to the outside of the brim so that about one inch of binding is visible.™

The cocked hat is worn in such a manner that it touches the right brow and the left
brow is just uncovered. The front cock points over the outside comer of the left eye so

-

the hat won't interfere with the musket when at “shoulder arms

A look at American deserter descriptions and manifests of British supply ships reveals
a vast amount of “round hats” wom during this period. These hats had narrow brims of
about three to four inches. and were tumed up on the left side

Shirt
Common private mens shirts were made of off-white or natural linen, The linen was

slightly coarse, about 90 threads per inch, Finer, bleached linen would be used for
Sergeants.



Waistcoats it tight to the body. Earlier in the century they were longer in length but by
the time of the Revolution they buttoned onlv as fow as the waistband of the
breeches/overalls. [T the wanstcoat has skirts they are about nine inches long. A point
of reference is that the tips of the skirts extend to the bottom of the breeches/overalls
placquet. The rear scam cxtends to cover the lower part of the waistband. Depending
upon the wearers height, the waistcoat will have between ten and twelve buttons.”
Cuthbertson recommends the use of slash pockets whereas the Continentals describe
pocket flaps. Under no circumstances should there be a gap af the waist so the shirl
could be visible.

Rifle Frock
Also known as the Hunting Shirt, the rifle frock was a loose
fitting garment of coarse linen. Its length ranged from hips o
the knees. Rifle frocks could have one or two capes about the
neek along with a collar, Peniod drawings show these
garments with varying amounts of fringe on the capes and
outer edges.

A coat should fit “snug but without constraint” rooP sleeves and chest arc out of the
question. Coat length varied considerably: Cuthbertson recommends the skirts be cut
0 only the two bottom buttons of the brecches show, Thomas Simes writes that the
skirts be cut while the soldier is kneeling with the hem six inches from the ground for
Grenadiers and Battalion, and ninc inches from the ground for Light Infantry. ™
Continental Line coats were specified to extend to the top of the knee pan, per
Massachusetts Line General Orders.

Lapel width also vaned. Early portraits of George Washington at Princeton battlefiekd
show quite narrow lapels as does the sketch of Jeremiah Alden of the 2nd Mass
Regulations did give a width: Bnush coats were to have lapels 3 inches wide for ther
catire length ™ Massachusetts and New York in 1781 specified lapels 3 inches in
width

Spectacles
Folding (hinged) frames, ear loops for a ribbon,
and large round lenses are all hallmarks of mud
18th Century spectacles. Oval lenses are very
late 18th Century and octagon lenses are 19th
Century.

Musket
Several 19th Century terms have crept into our 18th Century vocabulary. The correct
terms are. Hammer, nor Frizzen. Hammer Stall, nor Frizzen Cover.™ Hook, nor
Clip(as in scabbard clip). Chape, nor up (as 1s scabbard up).

Lead should be used in the jaw to hold the flint, rather than leather. ™ Likewise the
musket should be stored with the cock down to avoid fatiguing the springs. Each
soldier should practice firings with a wood flint to save wear on the flint and
hammer. **%

b Cuthbertson, Bennet System for
1776, pg. 77 (Also printed in Hew wsoros s
1796, 1975, pg. 143,

" ibid, pg. 78 (Strachan pg. 144)

" His Majesty’s Warrants of 19 December 1768 (Strachan pg. 175)
% Cuthbertson, pp. 109-110. (Strachan pg. 163)
Cuthbertson pg. 73 (Strachan pg. 190)

Simes, Thomas A Mil Course for
Battalion, London 1777 (Strachan pg _03

*"  Warrants of 1768 (Strachan, p. 174)
Y¥ General Howe's Order for the Massachusetts Line ke:.:?:czﬁse Ovrders 3\.
General Washingron, Order No. 118, p. 164, (See
Summer 1962, pp. 35-41)

*  Cuthbertson, pg. 83 (Strachan pg. 147)
*  Cuthbertson, pp. 83-84 (Strachan pg. 147)
*  Cuthbertson, pg. 85 (Strachan pg. 148)
*  Cuthbertson, pg. 97 (Strachan pg. 155-156)
' Cuthberson, pg. 98 (Strachan pg. 156)
™ Cuthbertson, pg. 99 (Strachan pg. 157)
*  Cuthbertson, pg. 93 (Strachan pg. 153)
*'  Cuthbertson, pg. 92 (Strachan pg. 153)
% Cuthbertson, pg. 92 (Stachan pg. 153)






Spatterdashes
Made of stout linen canvas, spatterdashes were painted black and fitted tightly to the
leg. Shankless buttons made of horn or metal were recommended. A leather strap slips
under the shoe and helps prevent the spatterdash from rising. *

Shoes
L.ook for shoes with round toes and of strong leather with
tight and neat stitching.

Haversack
This utilitarian item is made of
strong, coarse, grey linen. ™
‘The use of white cotton duck
(tent material) 1s not acceptable.
It 1s worn high on the torso with
the top of the haversack at
elbow height.

Knapsack
Like the haversack, the knapsack is made of strong, coarse,
grey linen. It is wormn high on the back, not hanging down
around the middle or small of the back. Knapsacks were
often painted with a red-ochre on the outside flap for water repellency.
The painting of unit designation or symbols is allowed only if documented

There is a difference between a “cartridge box™ and “cartridge pouch”™, The box was
originally worn on the waist. It is the item we commonly call a belly box. The
cartridge pouch had a greater capacity for ammunition and was worn on the right hip
suspended from a shoulder belt

The uppermost part of the pouch should be in line with the hip button of the
Regimental coat. Another reference point is that when the arm is by the side, the upper
corner of the pouch should touch the elbow. ™

Bavonet Shoulder Belt
The frog/carriage 1s worn at the same height as the cartndge pouch, 1.¢. hip button and
¢lbow. The bayvonet i1s thrown back so it doesn't interfere with the musket ™"

Buckles

Often made of brass or bronze, Though the use of copper or brass tongues was
recommended by Cuthbertson, few excavated brass buckles have a surviving tongue.
This suggests the use of iron tongues. The tongues should point downwards on
shoulder belts to prevent cuts.™ The use of cut finishing nails for tongues gives a
much more authentic appearance than cotter pins.

at the top: tapering to 2 3/10 inches at the bottom. The winged lapel would extend to a
point | inch from the shoulder seam.™™

The sleeve should extend to the wrist joint and no further. To keep the coat closed two
sets of hooks and eyes should be sewn inbetween the coat cloth and lining in a line
with the first and fourth set of buttons. Sewing the hooks and eyes to the lining alone
will soon result in the lining stretching out and making the hooks and eyes visible. The
facings of the coat must touch, edge-to-edge, between the first and fourth buttons.

Cuffs were about 3 inches in width. Period paintings show the use of slit cuffs. Use of
such cufls allow the sleeve to be even tighter than possible with the standard band type
cuff.

Civilian coats generally had larger buttons, over | inch diameter, and fewer buttons
down the front.

Breeches
Breeches and Overalls (Gaitered Trousers) fit tighly in the crotch
and leg. The only excess material is in the seat. For durability a
twill woven linen or cloth works best. A cloth reinforcement
between the thighs was recommended by Cuthbertson to increase
the life of this garment. The fall should only have two small
buttons, one on each corner with the buttonhole cut and sewn at a
45 degree angle to the top and side of the fall. Three buttons are on
the waistband, Waistband buttons should not button through the
fall. The gaiter part of overalls should cover the shoe buckle and
would have five or six buttons on the ankle.”™
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Page 12 The BRIGADE COURIER
Brigade of the American Revolution
2015 Household Membership Form
Primary Member $25.00

Name: Social Security Number XXX-XX-

Street:

City: State: Zip + 4: Country:

| Phone: Email;

Year born: Unit Affiliation: Non-Member Subscription Only 3

Civilian (CCM) O Merchant O

Membership Classification: Man-at-arms O Musician O
2 No Change in Household information

Secondary Member at Same Address: (16 years of age or over $5.00, under 16 is free)

Name: Social Security Number XXX-XX-
| Year borm: Unit Affiliation: Non-Member Subscription Only 3
Membership Classification: Man-at-arms Q Musician 3 Civilian (CCM) 2 Merchant O

Third Member at Same Address: (18 years of age or over $5.00, under 16 is free)

Name: Social Security Number XXX-XX-
Year born: Unit Affiliation: Non-Member Subscription Only 2

Membership Classification: Man-at-arms Musician O Civilian (CCM)Q Merchant O

Fourth and subsequent) Member at Same Address: Free

| Name: Social Security Number XXX-XX-

Year born: Unit Affiliation: Non-Member Subscription Onlv 3

Membership Classification: Man-at-zrm¢ O Musician O Civilian (CCM) O Merchant O
Instructions

All applications and renewals must be processed through your unit if you are a member of a unit!
(And that unit must be your primary membership)
The ONLY rencwals to be sent individually to the Adjutant are thosc for Non-Member Subscription or
from Civilian Class Membership (CCM) who arc unaffiliated with a specific Regiment.
Dues structure applies to all members 16 years of age and older.
Minimum age to be a Man-at-Arms is 16 years; to be a musician is 12; no minimum age for civilian membership

I hereby apply for/renew my membership in the Brigade of the American Revolution.
I agree to abide by the Constitution, By-Laws and legal orders of the Brigade and its Directors.

Signature of primary member
Payments should be made in U.S, currency (drawn on U.S. Bank Branch)
payable to the Brigade of the American Revolution and addressed to:

Brigade Membership Services
C/O David Miller
2851 Fleger Drive
Parma, Ohio 44134-8439
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The NWD B. A. R. SHOT

Editor: Karen Kashary
9390 Brecksville Road
Brecksvill e, OH 44141

The NWD B.A.R. SHOT is the newsletter of the North West Department, Brigade of the Ameri-
can Revolution (NWD-BAR) and has been in publication since 1977. It is sent to subscribers and
member families throughout the U.S. Subscription rates are $10 per year for non-members of
the NWD-BAR. Visit our website at nwdbarshot.com. Cutoff dates for submissions:

Winter Issue—Jan. 15 Spring Issue—April 15 Summer Issue—July 15 Fall Issue—Oct. 15

Contact the editor for advertising rates ($7-$40, depending on size and placement). The Brigade
of the American Revolution was established in 1962 as a not-for-profit association dedicated to
recreating the life and times of the common soldier of the War for Independence, 1775-83. The
NWD was established in 1973. Extracted passages are scholarly comment only.

14



